
BUILD A BRIDGE TO BETTER  
STUDENT EXPERIENCES
Three Ways to Engage Students in Your Architecture, Engineering  
& Construction Management Program

The key to creating positive student experiences is building a bridge between the classroom and the 
real world. Teaching students how to put their education to good use upon graduation is what keeps 
students engaged and focused on academic success.

SO HOW CAN YOU 
BUILD THAT BRIDGE?
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Interested in an Industry Partnership for Your School?
Get in touch with the Precast/Prestressed Concrete Institute for opportunities in your area of interest 
and information on helping your students succeed.
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Students may remember  
 theories they learn in class,  

but they never forget hands- 
on encounters with industry  
professionals, products, and  
projects. Bring the outside  
world into your classroom with experiential 
learning initiatives.

 Lead tours through precast concrete 
plants and project sites

Hold lectures on precast/prestressed  
materials and design

Host hands-on workshops for students  
to see materials up close

Encourage students to participate in  
the Big Beam Competition

SUPPORT YOUR OWN EXPERIENTIAL 
LEARNING. Attend the PCI Convention  
or a PCI Foundation Professors Seminar 
to learn more about precast concrete and 
bring knowledge back to your students.

BRING YOUR SCHOOL ADMINISTRATION 
ON BOARD  to garner support for the 
changes you’d like to see in your program 
and demonstrate how new initiatives will 
empower student growth.

EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING1

Make room in your curriculum  
 for industry insights  

that better prepare students  
for the current state of the  
architecture and engineering  
industry. Discuss unique materials  
and techniques like precast/prestressed 
concrete so students are aware of the many 
options when they step into their careers.

Point students to industry publications  
to follow

Make time to discuss relevant industry 
news together

Share info on little-known materials  
and techniques

Review real-world job roles, duties,  
and skills

Introduce students to the latest  
industry innovations

Make sure students leave your program 
with a true UNDERSTANDING OF  
THE BROADER IMPACT OF PRODUCTION 
DETAILS in building materials and the 
relationship between technology and  
design to ready them for real-world 
decision-making.

“ Civil engineering typically teaches a 
prestressed concrete course, and [those 
students] are more familiar with it than 
architecture students. But it’s a great 
experience that provides foundation in  
the industry.” – Peter Finsen, Member of  
the PCI Foundation Board of Trustees

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE2

Many schools partner up with  
professional organizations  

and institutions to offer students  
access to high-quality experiential  
learning and expert advice from  
working designers, engineers, and construction 
managers. Explore your options to add  
an industry partnership to your program.

Industry Partners Can …

Sit with students to help them define projects

Offer plant tours and hands-on product demos

Provide curriculum development grants

Support academic research opportunities

Sponsor student events and activities

Offer internships and other career connections

THE PRECAST/PRESTRESSED 
CONCRETE INSTITUTE 
FOUNDATION (PCI Foundation) 
provides grants to schools to better 
familiarize students with precast 
concrete as a structural  
and architectural material.

CREATIONS IN CONCRETE, an 
ARC 503/CE 675 studio at NC State 
supported by the PCI Foundation, 
brings together architecture and  
civil engineering students to study 
precast concrete.

INDUSTRY PARTNERSHIPS3


